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An SEM analysis of the relationships between teachers'
professional and digital literacy« ICT efficiency in teaching< and
meeting the challenges of online environments during the COVID-
19 situation
Shahla Baniadamdizaj!

Abstract

As in several other countries¢ schools in Iran were closed in March 2020 as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result¢ teachers and students
confronted many difficulties adapting to online education. This paper presents
the results of a survey of EFL teachers who were forced to switch to online
learning. Firstc we examined how well they managed mutual interaction with
students and dealt with key teaching problems. Second« we looked at possible
factors (professional and digital literacy« and ICT efficiency) to gain a deeper
understanding of how they contribute to teachers adjusting to the challenges
of this specific situation. SEM analyses indicate that information and
communication technology (ICT) techniques¢ especially digital teacher
competence: are critical in adjusting to online teaching during the COVID-19
school closures. Based on the findings of this study« implications for the field
of teacher education and the adoption of ICT by teachers are discussed.
Keywords: COVID-19¢ ICT¢« Teacher Competencec Technological
Pedagogical Knowledge« Teacher Education

taniadam.sh@gmail.com
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Identity Construction in a Remote Learning Context during the
COVID-19 Pandemic: BA versus MA Students in a Teacher
Training University

Mavadat Saidi’. Niloofar Karami?2

Abstract

The outbreak of Covid-19 has brought about a sudden shift from in-person to
online classes. in such a remote teaching and learning context« the students
were no longer able to meet their instructors and classmates in person. The
current study aimed to investigate how the BA and MA students of Teaching
English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) constructed their identity at the onset
of the academic year while introducing themselves. To this end« the recorded
video files of 22 BA and 15 MA students were analyzed and the recurrent
themes and moves were identified from a critical perspective. The results
revealed several commonalities and discrepancies between the two groups in
terms of the constituent discursive practices. The findings can have practical
implications for reinforcing the acceptable patterns of identity construction in
academic communities. Moreover«< the results raise the educational
programmers’ consciousness about the significant role of the teaching and
learning experiences in shaping the learners’ identities and the importance of
the classrooms as social places for shaping the learners’ identities.
Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic: identity construction« Teaching English

as a foreign language.

! m.saidi@sru.ac.ir
2 niloofarkarami@sru.ac.ir
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The relationship between Iranian EFL teachers’ leadership«
empowerment and their critical thinking
Mahboobeh Ghasemi!

Abstract

This research attempted to assess the relationship between Iranian EFL teacher
leadership< empowerment and their critical thinking. Participants of this study
were lIranian EFL teachers filling out three questionnaires (n=377). This
instrument used in this study were Inventory practice leadership Questionnaire
(LPI)< School Participant Empowerment Scale (SPES)« and Critical thinking
Disposition Assessment Questionnaire (CTDA). LPI was defined by Kouzes
and Posner (2003) in five categories as: modeling the way:« inspiring a share
vision« challenging the process« encouraging the heart: and enabling others to
act. Six factors of SPES were introduced by Rienhart and Short (1992) as:
decision making« professional growth« status¢ impact< and autonomy: and
three components of CTDA was defined by Ricketts (2003) as: engagement:
maturity« and innovativeness. The results indicated that significant correlation
was found between total teacher leadership« total empowermente critical
thinking¢ and their components. Linear regression model indicated that
teacher leadership predicted empowerment and critical thinking- too.

Key words: Teacher leadership < empowerment« critical thinking

L English Teacher in Tabadkan Education system , Mashhad, Iran
mahboobeh.gasemi@gmail.com
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